
EYFS – What are we learning this term? Autumn 2026
English

We are super excited to explore a variety of 
books this term to develop imaginative writing in 
Reception! We will be exploring a wide variety of 
interesting, fun stories, kicking off the year with 
an introduction to early writing with the classic 
story ‘Where the Wild Things are’. The children 

will begin to learn how to write words, captions, 
labels and create new characters during our daily 

interactive English lessons. 

Understanding the World

This term we will be asking the question, ‘What 
happens in Autumn?’. We will be exploring our 

outdoor surroundings to observe natural seasonal 
changes. Furthermore, the children will be 

learning about the wider community and ‘people 
who help us’. 

We will be answering the question “what would 
you like to be when you grow up?” and would love 
to invite any parents/carers in to talk about their 
job - please contact Mrs Newton to arrange this!

The Class 1 Team

Mrs Newton – Class Teacher
Mrs Hindle  – EY SATA

Mrs Barker – EY SATA (Tuesdays)
Mrs Smith – Cookery (Tuesday pm)

Maths

This term we will be busy matching, sorting and 
comparing different items and objects in our 

classroom. We will be looking at measurement 
using jugs, cups and containers and introducing 

mathematical language. 
We will be counting sets of objects and asking

‘how many?’ and will further challenge ourselves 
to order numerals correctly. 

Communication and Language 

As previously mentioned, in our English lessons 
the children will be exploring a range of stories 
which enables us to have lots of book talk and 

opportunities to speak freely and learn new 
vocabulary. Teachers will play daily with the 

children, modelling new words and developing 
their speech and language through their 

interests. We will also be having discussions 
during small group learning time and gaining 

confidence to talk in sentences in front of 
others.

Key Dates

• PE Day – Every Friday
• Parent Phonics Workshop – 7th October 4pm
• Open Classroom 21st October 3pm
• Black History Month - October
• Anti-bullying Week – 10th-14th November
• Remembrance Day – 11th November 

Welcome Back!

I hope you all had a wonderful summer full of 
happiness, memories and rest. It has been a pleasure to 
see huge amounts of positivity from all Class 1 pupils -

some returning and many new! 
I am sure this will continue to shine as we progress on 

our learning journey. The Class 1 teaching are eager and 
excited to continue to provide lots of wonderful 

learning opportunities this academic year and we hope 
to have your support in providing the best education for 

your child. 

Reading

This term, Reception will be beginning their reading 
journey and will partake in daily phonics lessons.

The children will be introduced to single letters and 
will learn the phoneme (sound) they correspond 

with.
The children will begin to explore how to blend to 

read these phonemes within short words and 
gradually write these too!



RE

Being special: where do we belong?

Why do Christians perform 
nativity plays at Christmas?

Expressive Arts and Design

Our topic ‘All about me’ links within all areas of 
our learning this term, and we will kick start this 

by creating some wonderful artwork in the form of 
self portraits! 

Discussions about our families and lives will be 
important this term, and we will explore this by 

looking at photos of our family and drawing them, 
writing about them, making models of them and 

role playing. 
Please share a photo of your child and their family 

with us using Tapestry. 

Physical Development 

We will be using our indoor and outdoor space to 
support our gross and fine motor skills. 

Children will be encouraged to build obstacle 
courses to practise balancing and moving freely 

around the space. 
Reception will have a PE lesson once per week.
They will be learning the important routines we 
must follow during these lessons which not only 
develop our physical development, but also our 
listening and attention. Nursery will not yet take 
part in formal PE lessons, however, will be using 

this time to partake in gross motor activities in our 
Early Years space 

(no PE kit required). 

Additional Information

• Reception: Your child will have a Bug Club 
phonics book for them to practise reading at 
home with you each week. Please record in the 
yellow booklet each time your child reads to 
you at home. Their book will be changed once 
per week . 

• Nursery: Your child will be taking home a 
library book each week for you to read and 
enjoy with them at home. Please record in your 
yellow book each time you read with them.

• Book bag - bring your child’s book bag to 
school every day.

• Water bottle - bring a water bottle every day.
• PE day - please send your child to school 

wearing their PE kit on Friday
• Wellies! - please send your child’s wellies to 

keep at school. We access outdoor learning in 
all weathers. As the weather gets colder hats 
and gloves will be needed.  

• Snack - fruit is provided.
• Spare clothes - please ensure your child has a 

spare pair of clothes in a bag. This can be left 
on their peg. 

Personal, Social, Emotional Development

This term, settling the children into their new 
classroom and building positive relationships with 

them is crucial. We will be encouraging independence 
and modelling appropriate ways of interacting and 

playing with those around them. 
Having the confidence to speak to others and 

communicate their wants and needs is an important 
skill to develop, and we will be promoting this through 

daily interactions during free play. Learning through 
play is extremely important to us here at Burton 
Salmon, and we aim to provide an engaging and 

stimulating learning environment.
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