
Year 1 – What are we learning this term? Autumn 2026
English

Cave Baby – Julia Donaldson
Astro Girl – Ken Wilson Max

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain – Verna 
Aardema

Foundation subject focus! - History

The curriculum topic we are focusing on this term 
is History and we are learning all about Victorians! 
The children will delve into life in the Victorian era 
and will learn about similarities and differences to 

then and now. 
We will explore key figures during this era and 

how they have impacted life as we know it today. 
The children will explore the concept of ‘past’ and 
‘present’ through timelines and will also visit the 

Castle Museum to enhance their knowledge 
further.

The Class 1 Team

Mrs Newton – Class Teacher
Mrs Hindle  – EY SATA

Mrs Barker – EY SATA (Tuesdays)
Mrs Smith – Cookery (Tuesday pm)

Maths

To begin with, Year 1 will be consolidating, and 
expanding on place value with numbers 1-10. This 

involves accuracy with counting – particularly 
larger groups – as well as comparing amounts. We 

will then progress towards addition and 
subtraction. 

Practical learning is very important, and we always 
promote the use a variety of hands-on resources 

to support the children’s mathematical 
development. 

Homework

Homework will be sent home with your child every 
Friday in a homework book. It will then be collected 
the following Friday to be marked. Burton Salmon’s 

homework policy aims to support your child with 
writing, reading, spelling and maths - allowing them to 
consolidate learning taught that week. Continuing from 
Reception, your child will also have a Bug Club phonics 

book to read at home each week. Practice makes 
perfect!

Key Dates

• PE Day – Friday
• History trip- TBC
• Black History Month – October
• Open Classroom – 21st October 3pm
• Parent  Phonics Workshop 4th November 

4pm
• Anti-bullying Week – 10th-14th November
• Remembrance Day – 11th November 

Welcome Back!

Welcome back Class 1 children, now as Year 1’s! 
I hope you all had a wonderful summer full of 

happiness, memories, and rest. It has been a pleasure 
to see huge amounts of positivity from all Class 1 pupils 

upon returning to school and I am sure this will 
continue to develop as we progress on our learning 

journey. 

Thrive

Reading

Burton Salmon continue to use ‘Bug Club phonics’ to 
teach reading in both EYFS and Year 1. Year 1 

children will consolidate previous learning in phases 
3 and 4 where necessary – also covering tricky words 

– before moving onto the next step that is phase 5 
and 6. Children will have daily, fast paced lessons to 

promote fluency in reading and learn new ‘split-
digraph’ sounds. 

Your child will continue to receive a Bug Club 
reading book to take home each week. Please 

continue to encourage your child to read this book 
to you at home and write a comment to document 

this in their yellow reading record. Your child will be 
given one new book per week once they’ve 

demonstrated fluency and confidence reading the 
book. 



RE

Who do Christians say made the world?

Why does  Christmas matter to 
Christians?

Computing

This half term in our computing lessons, we will be 
exploring how to successfully use the laptop using 
the touch pad and left click. As we develop these 
basic skills we will begin to explore ‘algorithms’ -

learning about what they are and how we use 
them within technology. 

Physical Education

Health and Well-being & Ball skills
Y1 PE sessions will take place on Friday 

afternoons. Please remember to wear appropriate 
clothing, including bringing water bottles, trainers 

and suitable clothing (jackets when cold, hats 
when hot).

PSHE

‘Being me in my world’ is our topic this half term 
in PSHE, and we value the importance of children 

being able to openly talk about their thoughts, 
feelings and emotions. We will cover strands such 
as feelings of being safe and special, and my class 

and my rights and responsibilities in it.
In Autumn 2, we progress onto the topic 

‘Celebrating difference’. 

Science

In science this term Year 1 are learning about everyday 
materials. We will be touching, comparing, 

experimenting with, and building with a variety of 
materials – developing not only our knowledge on 

them but also our scientific vocabulary. We will also 
discuss seasonal changes – exploring what is happening 

to our environment during these periods of the year 
and the adaptations we as humans must make. 

Year 1 – What are we learning this term?

Music 

Menu song
Colonel Hathi’s March

This term during our music lessons, Year 1’s 
learning intention is developing the ability to listen 
more intently to pieces of music, exploring active 
listening (movement), pulse, rhythm and pitch.
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